
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE WORK SESSION 

 

October 10, 2011 

 

The work study session of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

October 10, 2011, was called to order at 6:31 p.m. by President Snyder in the Community Room of the 

Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  He welcomed an audience of 6 people and all in 

attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Tom Eddy, Ted Hartridge, Rusty Rathburn, Bo Snyder, Randy Van 

Antwerp and Joanne Willson 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Geoff Howe 

 

REPORTS 

 

Superintendent’s Report: Interim Superintendent Perry urged all to attend the Central versus Northern 

High football game on Friday, October 14.  He noted the Portage Athletic Foundation (PAF) is hosting a 

“Spirit Dinner” prior to the game in the Central High Commons, at a cost of $5.00 per person, with 

proceeds to benefit the District athletic programs.  Dr. Perry also shared half-time plans to honor the 

City of Portage for their cooperation on District building projects as well as receive a donation from the 

PAF. 

 

Dr. Perry introduced Mr. Tom Mathison, Principal In Charge; Mr. Mike Galovan, Project Coordinator; 

and Mr. Jim Ross, Project Coordinator; from Tower Pinkster.  Mr. Mathison shared an update on the 

continuing facilities review including data analysis and community meetings to formulate a master plan 

for the District.  Mr. Mathison, Dr. Perry, and Mr. Tom Vance, Community Relations Manager, 

responded to Trustee questions regarding collecting names of the community forum attendees, getting 

more citizens to attend the community forums, linking the Tower Pinkster Survey Monkey to the 

District web site and how this plan will help the District prioritize the use of funds for facility 

improvements over the next decade. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Snyder opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if there 

were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board. 

 

Dr. Millie Taraszka, 410 Marylynn Court, a citizen, shared concern for skylights in the pool buildings 

and requested the District maintain a “rainy day” fund balance. 

 

President Snyder opened the floor to comments from fellow Board members. 

 

Mrs. Willson shared a legislative update noting the Senate passed a bill that would limit Board 

elections to even years beginning in November of 2012.  Trustee discussion that followed pertained to 

term extensions for Board members with terms that expire, costs and other Districts in the state that 

already utilize this system. 

 

President Snyder opened the floor to Board Committee reports. 
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Mr. Eddy thanked Mr. Mathison for his presentation which has been given to the Facilities Committee.  

He noted the overall goal of this facilities review is to provide tools and details to make good decisions 

on upgrades in future years.  He reminded the audience of the two remaining focus group meetings on 

October 12 and November 9 at 6:30 p.m. at West Middle School and urged citizens to attend. 

 

Mr. Eddy shared news that the Superintendent Search Committee will launch a Survey Monkey to 

collect community input on several scenarios for the position.  He noted Dr. Perry fully supports this 

survey and all responders and comments will be kept confidential.  The results of this survey will be 

shared with the Board at their Retreat on October 26. 

 

Mr. Hartridge reported on the Finance Committee meeting.  He informed the audience that future 

Committee meetings will be open to the public, times and locations as well as minutes will be posted on 

the Board web page as well as in Board packets.  Trustees discussed Committee charges, accounting for 

Bond Funds, forwarding questions in advance so Administration has an opportunity to investigate and 

clarify to support the Committee and Policy 3.8 pertaining to Board Committee Principles. 

 

Mrs. Willson noted the Curriculum Committee plans to meet on October 12.  She will also be attending 

the Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) Presidents Luncheon on October 14 to discuss volunteerism in 

the District. 

 

Mr. Rathburn informed the audience he had tickets for the “Spirit Dinner” that will be take place prior 

to the Central versus Northern football game on Friday. 

 

For Board Learning Time, Mr. Eddy shared an executive summary of an article entitled “Preschool 

Education and Its Lasting Effects: Research and Policy Implications” by W. Steven Barnett, National 

Institute for Early Education Research. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

Kalamazoo County Consortium Education for Employment Contract.  Dr. Ric Perry provided 

background information on the EFE Contract and responded to Trustee questions regarding the EFA 

(Education For the Arts) contract, intergovernmental cooperation aiding in the programs success and 

transportation for the students.  Dr. Perry noted the Board would vote on this contract at the October 24 

meeting. 

 

Policyholder of Health Care Services Benefits Resolution.  The Director of Human Resources, Mr. 

Tom Zahrt, shared details on the recommendation that the Board adopt the resolution to declare 

themselves the policyholder and provider of health care services benefits as defined in the State Aid 

Act Section 22f(1)(b).  The health care services benefits include any and all MESSA (Michigan 

Education Special Services Association) group welfare benefits programs.  Mr. Zahrt responded to a 

Trustee question about the provider for the Administrators. 

 

Michigan Department of Education Financial Best Practices Incentive Resolution.  Mrs. Karla 

Colestock, Business Manager, provided background information on the resolution which certifies the 

District’s compliance with the requirements to obtain the Financial Best Practices funding under State 

Aid Act Section 22f.  Mrs. Colestock and Dr. Perry responded to Trustee questions regarding Michigan 

Dashboard reports, bullying, state compliance and student surveys on harassment. 
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Michigan Association of School Boards (MASB) Fall Conference Resolutions.  Mr. Van Antwerp led 

a discussion on three Resolutions that will be considered at the MASB Fall Conference: Equal Rights, 

Discrimination, Harassment and Bullying; School Year; and State Financial support.  He noted that MASB 

and the Administration support all three Resolutions and reached consensus from Trustees to support all as well.  

President Snyder thanked Mr. Hartridge, Mr. Van Antwerp and Mrs. Willson for attending the Conference as 

Delegates on behalf of the District. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 

 


